
FROM THE PRESIDENT
I am very pleased to inform you 
that we have a new Secretary: we 
welcome Juliana de Nooy to the 
role. The management committee is 
delighted to have her on board.
Finding members who are willing 
take their turn on the committee is 
an ongoing challenge, and we will 
inevitably face the issue of a 
committee vacancy again in the 
future. I encourage you to seriously 
consider putting your name forward 
to join the management team.
The Native Nursery has been up 
and running since the beginning of 
February, and we have a good 
variety of plants available for sale. 
Australian natives are ever more 
popular as people become aware of 
how beautiful and adaptable they 
can be in our gardens.
Tavern Talks resume this month, 
and we look forward to continuing 
this popular series in 2024.
As always, we welcome new 
volunteers. Send us an email or call 
in at the Shed during opening hours 
to find out how you can help.
Wendy Geue, President

MUSIC IN THE PARK: CORRECTION
In view of the ongoing roadworks in 
Kuhls Road, and in the absence of a 
Secretary to sign the form, the 
application for a grant to fund Music in 
the Park was not submitted in January as 
planned. The plan now is to submit the 
application mid-year. If this is 
successful, Music in the Park will 
resume in September.
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FEATURE PLANT: 
Alocasia brisbanensis

If you’re looking for a plant to give a 
splash of green in a shady area or on 
your patio, a cunjevoi or spoon lily 
(Alocasia brisbanensis) is just the 
thing. It’s easy to grow and requires 
little care or attention. The perfumed 
flowers are like those of the peace lily, 
on a central spike surrounded by a 
whitish bract called a spathe. The fruits 
are bright red berries. But take care: the 
plant is poisonous, and the sap can 
severely irritate the eyes.

TAVERN TALK
Speaker: Phil Anning
Topic: Native bees in your garden

Date: Thursday 7 March
Time: 6 pm for 7 pm presentation
Place: Highfields Tavern – purchase 
your own dinner and drinks
RSVP: peacehaven3@gmail.com by 
Monday 4 March

NEXT GENERAL MEETING
The next general meeting will be 
held in May. We’ll inform you of 
the actual date in next month’s 
newsletter.
Date: yet to be finalised
Time: 10 am
Place: Nursery Shed

BUSY BOTANISING
Among other activities of the Botanic 
Group, a stocktake of Peacehaven’s 
trees and other plants is under way to 
record plant health and growth, the 
signs that need attention, and where 
more signs are needed. The Friends last 
carried out a stocktake of this kind five 
years ago. Several plant signs have 
been repaired (thanks, George Smith) 
and one has been replaced.

NATIVE BEES IN YOUR GARDEN
Phil Anning will make a return visit this 
month to present a Tavern Talk on 
native bees. He will talk about the types 
of bees we can expect to find in our local 
environment, and ways in which they 
can be attracted and managed. The talk 
will also focus on interactions between 
beneficial and predatory insects.

Alocasia brisbanensisPhil Anning

As usual, the event 
will take place at the 
Highfields Tavern, 
where you can 
purchase dinner and 
drinks. There is no 
charge for the talk. 
Be sure to book by 
Monday 4 March.


