
• Peacehaven is on the land of the 
Jarowair people of the Wakka 
Wakka nation.

• The first Europeans to settle in the 
Highfields area were loggers, 
attracted by the magnificent trees.

• In the 1860s the Queensland 
Government began to offer portions 
of land for selection as farmland.

• Ludwig and Albertine Kühl arrived 
from Germany in 1873 and selected 
40 acres (16 hectares) in Highfields 
for a dairy farm. Three generations 
of the Kühl family farmed the land.

• In 2003 Stanley Kuhl gifted about a 
third of the original farm to the 
community, also contributing 
financially towards the cost of 
converting the land into a park.

• Friends of Peacehaven Botanic 
Park was formed in early 2006 to 
help establish the park; it opened in 
September that same year.

• Many plant species of local and 
regional significance now flourish 
in the park.

• The Friends continue to collaborate 
with Toowoomba Regional Council 
to ensure that Peacehaven remains a 
place of peace and natural beauty 
for generations to come.

PEACEHAVEN: A brief history

56 Kuhls Road, Highfields Qld 4352
Email: peacehaven3@gmail.com
Web: friendsofpeacehaven.org

PRE-EUROPEAN HISTORY
Peacehaven Botanic Park is on the 
land of the Jarowair people of the 
Wakka Wakka nation. The area used 
to be called Koojarewon, meaning 
‘top of the range’. It is on one of the 
ancient routes to the Bunya 
Mountains, where bunya pines 
(Araucaria bidwillii) thrive in the 
cool temperate rainforest.
Mature bunya pines produce football-
sized cones containing edible seeds 
(bunya nuts), with a heavy crop about 
every three years. At those times, 
large gatherings of First Nations 
people (‘bunya festivals’) used to take 
place in the Bunya Mountains, and 
many walked great distances to get 
there. When travellers passed through 
Koojarewon they were welcomed by 
the local people no matter where they 
came from; hence the name Jarowair, 
which means ‘host or ‘giver’. 

EUROPEAN SETTLERS
The first Europeans to settle in 
Koojarewon/Highfields were loggers, 
attracted to the area in the 1850s by 
its magnificent trees. They established 
sawmills and small settlements, and 
supplied the rapidly expanding town 
of Toowoomba with timber for 
construction.

Fact sheet 1

Peacehaven Botanic Park in Highfields, Queensland, was once part of a dairy 
farm. Today it is an oasis of peace and natural beauty within a rapidly 
developing residential area, thanks to the generosity of the late Stanley Kuhl 
and the dedication of volunteers and the local council.

OVERVIEW

Ludwig and Albertine Kühl in their later 
years

After Queensland separated from 
New South Wales in 1859, the new 
government encouraged immigration 
from Britain and Europe, offering 
portions of land for selection as 
farmland. Among those who took up 
this offer were a young couple from 
rural Germany, Ludwig and Albertine 
Kühl. They sailed from Hamburg to 
Brisbane in 1873 and selected 40 acres 
(16 hectares) of land in Highfields.
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FOREST TO FARMLAND
The land allocated to the Kühls was 
covered by dense vine scrub and open 
eucalypt forest. Today these are 
endangered ecosystems, still surviving 
in small pockets around Highfields, for 
example at Franke Scrub and at the 
Charles and Motee Rogers Reserve. 
Back then, however, one of the 
conditions of the selector’s lease was 
that they must clear the land of scrub, 
or the lease would be terminated, and 
they would then forfeit the land.
Within five years the Kühls had 
fulfilled the terms of the lease and 
established a small dairy farm, and in 
July 1879 a Deed of Grant was issued 
to Ludwig, giving him freehold tenure.
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Right: Plan of Ludwig Kühl’s selection

Below: The slab hut at Steele Rudd Park

A GROWING FAMILY
The first dwelling that the Kühls 
constructed was a two-room slab hut 
with a dirt floor, much like the one at 
Steele Rudd Park, Greenmount (pictured 
below). During the five years when they 
were clearing the land, building a home 
and establishing the farm, Albertine 
gave birth to three children. Today it is 
hard to imagine caring for a steadily 
expanding family under those harsh 
conditions. In their 40 years as husband 
and wife the Kühls produced seventeen 
children. Five died in infancy, but 
twelve survived to adulthood.
The slab hut was eventually replaced 
with a weatherboard farmhouse typical 
of the area. It remained there until the 
mid-1970s, when a brick home was built 
in its place.

STAN’S LEGACY
Ludwig Kühl died in 1909, Albertine in 
1914. Ownership of the farm passed to 
their son Wilhelm, and in the 1960s to 
Wilhelm’s son Stanley.
By then the family had dropped the 
umlaut from their surname, but the 
pronunciation persisted in Anglicised 
form as Keel.
It was Stan Kuhl who built the brick 
house, which he named Peace Haven. 
And it is thanks to Stan’s generosity and 
foresight that part of the land his family 
had farmed since the 1870s became 
Peacehaven Botanic Park.
By the early 2000s, Stan had sold off 
sections of his land for housing, but he 
wanted to ensure that a substantial 
portion would be preserved as parkland. 
So in 2003 he approached the local 
council (then Crows Nest Shire Council) 
and offered to gift 4.7 hectares (about a 
third of the original family farm) to the 
community. 

Stan Kuhl’s brick home, built in the 1970s
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Above: Remnant open eucalypt forest at 
Peacehaven, photographed in 2005

(Stan’s legacy, continued)
Stan had travelled overseas in his later 
years, and his inspiration for the park 
came from parks and gardens he had 
seen during his travels, particularly the 
Butchart Gardens in Canada.
As well as generously donating land, he 
undertook to contribute financially 
towards the cost of converting it into a 
public park. In the negotiations that 
then took place, great care was taken to 
ensure that the land could never be used 
for any other purpose. Stan signed an 
agreement with the Crows Nest Shire 
Council in December 2004, and work 
began on creating the park in early 
2005. 
Stan Kuhl was an advocate for world 
peace and is often quoted as saying he 
wanted Peacehaven to be ‘a place of 
peace and tranquillity for generations to 
come’. His legacy lives on, but sadly he 
did not see his dream come to fruition. 
He died in March 2005.

Left: Stage 1 Master Plan, drawn by 
landscape architect Richard Jones, 2005

Key:

1. Entrance gates
2. Peace mound
3. Rotunda
4. Proposed children’s play area
5. Lake
6. Proposed picnic area under existing 

crows ash tree
7. Water course
8. Bush tucker plantation
9. Access point from Scott Street
10. Remnant eucalypt woodland
11. Kuhls’ former milking shed, to be used 

for storage of tools and materials
12. Site of proposed bore

A BOTANIC PARK
Despite having been farmed for more 
than a century, the land that Stan Kuhl 
donated still had some of the original 
vegetation of the area growing on it, 
including magnificent eucalypts that 
must already have been old when his 
grandparents established the farm. 
This delighted the landscape architect 
engaged by the council to create a 
master plan for the park, Richard Jones. 
His plan (shown below) featured the 
beautiful old trees and areas of remnant 
eucalypt forest, and it was he who 
coined the term ‘botanic park’. (It had 
been named in the signed agreement as 
Peacehaven Recreational Park.)
Robert Campbell, the council employee 
appointed as supervisor of the park’s 
development, was strongly in favour of 
making the park a showcase for the 
native plants of the region, and 
Peacehaven was subsequently endorsed 
by the council as a botanic park.
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FURTHER READING
For more comprehensive information 
on the park’s history, see Peacehaven 
Botanic Park: Legacy of a Pioneering 
Family by Barbara McKenzie, 
Barleyfield Publishing, Highfields, 
Queensland, 2023.
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The old dairy shed, headquarters of the 
Friends of Peacehaven and home of their 
native plant nursery until 2019

INTO THE FUTURE
In 2012 Toowoomba Regional Council 
purchased Stan’s former home block, 
increasing the area of the park to the 
5.3 hectares it occupies today. Stan’s 
brick house was demolished in 2017.
The last of the original farm buildings 
to disappear from the park was the old 
dairy shed, demolished in 2022. It had 
been used first by the council for 
storage, then by the Friends for their 
headquarters and native plant nursery.

By the time the old dairy shed was 
demolished, the Friends of Peacehaven 
had new premises – the most substantial 
of their many achievements. (Other 
examples can be found on the Friends’ 
website.) The complex consists of a 
large shed alongside a purpose-built 
native plant nursery within an equally 
large tunnel-type shade house. The 
nursery, open for business two 
mornings a week, promotes the 
cultivation of Australian natives in 
home gardens, and is now the Friends’ 
principal source of income.
The nursery shed houses the Friends’ 
herbarium, a collection of 712 plant 
specimens from the local area including 
188 species from Peacehaven. The 
collection can be viewed for scientific 
and educational purposes on request.
The Friends continue to collaborate with 
Toowoomba Regional Council, though 
their contributions are less hands-on. 
Today the council takes care of the 
regular work in the park, while the 
Friends’ contributions are mainly 
financial, consultative and educational. 
Always, though, their common focus is 
on ensuring that Peacehaven Botanic 
Park is a place of botanical significance 
and remains the haven of peace and 
tranquillity that Stan Kuhl intended.

The new nursery complex, photographed 
in 2022

THE FRIENDS OF PEACEHAVEN
The community group Friends of 
Peacehaven Botanic Park was formed 
in February 2006 to assist the council 
with the park.
Volunteers worked with energy and 
commitment. They participated in 
regular working bees to assist with 
digging, planting and mulching. With 
the assistance of the Crows Nest 
Community Nursery, they sourced 
plants of the Toowoomba region for the 
park. They raised funds through raffles, 
sausage sizzles and collecting paper for 
recycling; folded innumerable copies of 
the local newspaper; established a plant 
sponsorship scheme; applied for 
community grants.
The park opened to the public with a 
celebratory event in September 2006, at 
which then Mayor Geoff Patch 
unveiled a plaque.

The Friends 
created this 
logo for the 
park in 2006. 
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