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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Autumn is such a beautiful season
in our region, with the parks and
gardens looking spectacular. The
introduced species of trees and
shrubs are putting on a wonderful
display of red and orange, yellow
and brown, while many of the
natives are coming into bloom now
that the heat of summer is over.

Do drop into the nursery for some
native plants for your garden. It is a
great time to get them into the
ground while the soil is still warm
and moist from recent rain. This
will allow them to establish
themselves through winter and burst
into life in spring.

Our nursery volunteers are busy
propagating plants which will be
ready for sale in spring. New
volunteers are always welcome, so
please come along if interested — no
prior knowledge is necessary.

There will be a general meeting this
month (see notice below). Do come
and have your say. And please put
the date of our strategic planning
workshop, 28 June, in your diary.

Wendy Geue, President

PLANT OF THE MONTH

Flowering now in the nursery front
garden is a specimen of Crowea exalata.
Native to Victoria, this pretty shrub is
frost hardy and suited to cool, moist
conditions. During hot weather it needs
to be nurtured by shading and keeping
the roots cool with a mulch of leaves or
compost. It grows to around 70 cm high
by 1 m wide and flowers for most of the
year, with flushes in autumn and spring.

The waxy blooms are long-lasting as cut
flowers, and they will attract butterflies,
bees and other beneficial insects in your
garden.

A Crowea would make the perfect gift
for Mother’s Day or a May birthday.

TIMELY BLOOMS

Another native shrub coming into flower
at this time of year is the White Anzac
bottlebrush. This, too, is growing in the
garden at the nursery. A specimen in
your editor’s garden was obliging
enough to produce its first few creamy-
white flower heads right on cue for
Anzac Day.

When it finishes flowering, I’ll tip-prune
the shrub to keep its nice compact shape.
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Callistemon citrinus White Anzac

MUSIC IN THE PARK

The performer at this month’s Music
in the Park will be local musician
Eleda — vocalist, pianist, guitarist.

Pack a picnic, bring the family, meet
your friends and settle in for a great
afternoon of entertainment.

Date: Sunday 11 May

Time: 1 pmto 3 pm
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING
Date: Wednesday 21 May

Time: 10 am

TAVERN TALK: Threatened plants
of the Toowoomba Region

The next Tavern Talk will be given by
Paul Donatiu, Project Manager for the
Queensland Threatened Plant Network.

Date: Thursday 22 May

Time: 6 pm for 7 pm (please purchase
your own dinner and drinks)

Place: Highfields Tavern

Place: Nursery Shed

All welcome

Bookings: register via our website at
friendsofpeacehaven.org/events/
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