
• The Stump in Time is the remnant 
of a blackbutt tree more than 
200 years old.

• The tree was felled in 2005 for 
safety reasons.

• Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) is 
a member of the family Myrtaceae.

• Blackbutts and other tree species 
were harvested for timber in the 
Highfields area in the 1860s–70s.

• In 2011 the Friends of Peacehaven 
decided to create an educational 
feature from the blackbutt stump.

• By 2012 a grant had been obtained 
for the project and a skilled 
craftsman engaged.

• The stump was levelled and sealed, 
and labels giving approximate dates 
to the growth rings were attached.

• Timelines listing significant events 
that happened at around those dates 
were mounted close to the stump. 
Mosaics showing facets of life in 
Highfields completed the display.

• The Stump in Time was unveiled in 
July 2013.

• The display is popular with visitors 
to the park as a place of interest and 
an educational resource.
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Fact sheet 4

This popular educational display uses the stump of an ancient blackbutt 
tree to chart events that happened locally, nationally and internationally 
throughout the tree’s life.

OVERVIEW

The stump in 2005, with the rest of the once-mighty tree reduced to mulch
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ONCE A MIGHTY TREE
The Stump in Time is what remains of a massive tree that was felled for safety 
reasons when development of the park began in 2005. The tree was a blackbutt 
(Eucalyptus pilularis), and there are still several other remnant blackbutts in the 
park. The species is a member of the myrtle family, Myrtaceae, which includes 
such well-known Australian genera as the callistemons, melaleucas, angophoras 
and leptospermums as well as the eucalypts and corymbias.
The common name blackbutt describes an adaptation of the species that helps it to 
cope with the challenges of bushfires. The tree sheds its bark only from the upper 
parts, retaining a thick outer layer to a considerable height up the trunk. This thick 
bark may be blackened by successive bushfires but acts as an insulating layer, 
protecting the tree from death when the fires are especially hot.
Blackbutt trees can grow to 60–70 metres in height and 1–3 metres in diameter at 
about chest height (known to foresters as the DBH measurement). This tree had a 
DBH of about 1.5 metres and was about 50 metres high. It is estimated to have 
been about 220 years old when it died, so it would have been a young seedling 
when the European settlement at Sydney Harbour was first established.
In the 1860s and 1870s, blackbutt trees of 2 metres DBH were regularly harvested 
for timber in the vast forests along the Great Dividing Range, from the Highfields 
area and to the north-east – hence the naming of the town of Blackbutt.
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Unveiling by Cr Paul Antonio with George Smith, then President of the Friends, 
captured by Neil Lomas of the High Country Herald
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CREATING AN EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY
The blackbutt stump is at the lower edge of the dry rainforest area of the park, 
near the path that runs along the top of the lawn. Planting began there soon 
after the tree was felled in 2005, and new trees grew up near the stump to the 
extent that it would soon be hidden. Then in 2011 the Friends of Peacehaven 
came up with the idea that the stump could be made into an educational feature.
By mid-2012 the Friends had obtained a grant that enabled the project to go 
ahead, and they engaged David Harriman of Colonial Woodcrafts to do the 
work. He levelled the stump, sanded and varnished the top to protect the 
surface and enhance the growth rings, and attached labels to show the 
approximate dates represented by the rings. Timelines listing events that had 
taken place locally, nationally and internationally at around those dates were 
engraved on metal plaques and mounted alongside. Five mosaics depicting 
facets of life in Highfields, provided by Anglicare in Toowoomba, were set 
into the path in front of the stump to complete the display.
The Stump in Time was unveiled by Councillor Paul Antonio, then Mayor of 
Toowoomba Region, on Sunday 28 July 2013 – National Tree Day.

A NEW CHAPTER
The Stump in Time was once a magnificent living organism, the life of which 
began long before Europeans came to the Highfields area. The tree continued 
to thrive even after its surroundings had changed from forest to farmland. It 
supported, wholly or in part, many other organisms: mammals, birds, reptiles, 
arthropods, mosses, lichens, fungi, bacteria. Its roots communicated with those 
of other trees through a subterranean network of mycorrhiza filaments.
These interconnections were disrupted when the tree was felled, but a new 
chapter began with the transformation of its stump into the Stump in Time. It 
has been a popular feature in the park ever since, informing, educating and 
entertaining visitors. 
The Slab in Time, a slice taken from the top of the stump and with its growth 
rings similarly labelled, has been mounted on the wall in the nursery sales area, 
where it attracts the interest of customers.
The stump itself will not last for ever. Eventually, through the natural processes 
of decay, it will break down and contribute nourishment to the trees that have 
grown up around it. Another new chapter will have begun.

FURTHER READING
For more about the Stump in Time and 
the history of the park, see Peacehaven 
Botanic Park: Legacy of a Pioneering 
Family by Barbara McKenzie, 
Barleyfield Publishing, Highfields, 
Queensland, 2023.
See also Peacehaven Botanical Facts 
#1, ‘The Stan Kuhl Gum Trees’, 
https://friendsofpeacehaven.org/publicat
ions/#fact 

David Harriman levels the tree stump. 

After sanding and varnishing the surface, 
he attaches labels that give approximate 

dates to the growth rings.

https://friendsofpeacehaven.org/publications/
https://friendsofpeacehaven.org/publications/
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APPENDIX
Local, national and international events 

during the life of the blackbutt tree

Local and regional events National and international events


