"PEACEHAVEN: A walkeinit

Join us for a stroll around Peacehaven Botanic Park.
Let’s start at the information sign just behind the car park
and take a circuit of the park in a clockwise direction.

OVERVIEW

The list below summarises the features
you’ll see at each numbered stage of
your walk around the park. The
numbers also correspond to those on
the map at the end of this fact sheet.

1. Information sign, labelled “YOU
ARE HERE’ on the map

2. Statue of Stan Kuhl

3. Peace garden and Peace Pole

4. Rotunda

5. Rainforest area

6. Frog pond

7. Nature playground and picnic area
8. Crows ash tree

9. Toposcope on sandstone plinth

10. Lake with viewing jetty

11. Brachychiton grove

12. ‘Peace’ roses

13. Prehistoric Corner

14. Dry rainforest area, including bush

tucker plants
15. Stump in Time
16. Peacehaven Native Nursery

17. Old camphor laurel tree, scene of
many Kuhl family Christmases
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1. INFORMATION SIGN

Start at the information sign near the
car park. On the front of the sign is a
map, a copy of which you’ll find on
the last page of this fact sheet.

Now go round to the back of the sign,
where you can read some interesting
facts about the history of the park.

Return to the front of the sign, turn left
and follow the path until you reach the
white timber gate at the T-junction.

By now you will have noticed some of
the park’s magnificent gum trees,

believed to be more than 200 years old.

These remnant forest giants are listed
on the National Trusts of Australia
Register of Significant Trees.

2. STATUE OF STAN KUHL

The ironwork statue of Stan Kuhl,
Peacehaven’s benefactor, was created
by sculptor Richard Eggleston, and the
timber gate was constructed at the
Highfields Men’s Shed.

The installation commemorates Stan
Kuhl’s generosity and foresight in
donating the land that was to become
Peacehaven Botanic Park. It is based
on a well-known photo of Stan leaning
on his gate for a chat with a neighbour.
The sculpture was installed in May
2016. Ever since, a mystery well-
wisher has regularly given Stan a posy
of flowers to hold (see photo).
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3. PEACE GARDEN

Take the path to the right of Stan’s
statue, Stan Kuhl Way. A short way
along, you’ll see a big grassy area to
your left with a backdrop of majestic
gum trees. A circular area within it is
marked out with four long, paved
triangles indicating the points of the
compass, and in the centre is the Peace
Pole. Walk closer, and you’ll see that
all four sides of the pole carry the
words ‘May peace prevail’.

The peace garden signifies Stan Kuhl’s
vision of the park as ‘a place of peace
and tranquillity for generations to
come’ and his hope for peace to prevail
throughout the world.

See Fact sheet 2, ‘Peacehaven: The
Peace Pole’, for more information.

Happy hikers Owen Wheatley, Sally Steel and
Barbara McKenzie pose for a photo with Stan.
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4. ROTUNDA

The peace garden is a great place for
quiet reflection. Without breaking the
mood, let’s divert and follow the north
pointer of the compass along the path
that leads to the rotunda (pictured on
the front page of this fact sheet).

Mount the steps and admire the view.
The rotunda’s central location gives a
vista across the sweeping lawns and
far beyond. On a clear day you can see
all the way to the Bunya Mountains,
more than 100 km to the north-west.

The rotunda was completed in 2011,
thanks to a grant from Heritage Bank,
obtained with the assistance of the
Highfields Garden Club.

Its construction was fraught with
difficulties, due to record-breaking rain
and flooding in early 2011, followed
later by vandalism. It was a triumphant
day when the rotunda officially opened
in November 2011.

Today the rotunda is well used for
family gatherings, public events such
as Music in the Park, or just sheltering
from the sun while the kids play on the
grass below.

5. RAINFOREST

Return to Stan Kuhl Way and walk
across the bridge over the creek bed
into the rainforest area. Notice how the
air feels cooler and damper under the
tree cover.

Look for epiphytes: crows nest fern,
staghorn, elkhorn, orchids. Epiphytes
are plants that grow on other plants
but, unlike parasites, don’t obtain
nourishment from the host plant.

You will see some colourful mosaics
set into the path. These were created
and donated by Anglicare
Toowoomba.

To your left is a more open area of
forest where wattles (Acacia spp.)
thrive. They put on a beautiful show of
gold in late winter and early spring.

As you walk, keep an eye open for
carvings in rocks alongside the path.

Did you notice these carved ants beside the
path through the rainforest? And did you see
the giant fibreglass ant?

6. FROG POND

The sound of gushing water at the far
end of the rainforest will divert you
onto a gravel path that leads to the frog
pond. Listen for the frogs’ distinctive
calls; and can you spot any?

7. NATURE PLAYGROUND

Keep right until you meet a sealed path
where there are barbecues and covered
seating areas overlooking the
children’s adventure play area.

The playground was designed to foster
children’s interest in nature and
stimulate their imagination. It was
opened in 2017 and was an instant hit.

Popular features include a slippery-
slide and climbing equipment, as well
as a hand pump and sluice gate. But
perhaps most popular of all is a
dinosaur skeleton that children can
excavate from the sand.

8. CROWS ASH TREE

Behind the play area, casting shade, is
a beautiful crows ash tree (Flindersia
australis). Like the park’s ancient gum
trees, this tree is a survivor from the
forest that once covered the area. Like
them, it is listed on the National Trust
Register of Significant Trees.

The seed capsule of the crows ash is
the Friends of Peacehaven’s symbol.
Look carefully, and you will see that it
is also incorporated into the design of
the playground and other features of
the park.
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9. TOPOSCOPE

Where the path that encircles the
playground and crows ash rejoins the
main path, you’ll see a sandstone
plinth with a circular metal plate fixed
to the top. This is a toposcope, also
known as a topograph or orientation
table, with pointers showing the
direction and distance to features in the
surrounding landscape.

10. LAKE

From the toposcope, head towards the
lake. A path goes all the way round,
but for now let’s stay on the lawn side.

Turn right and cross the bridge over
the creek bed. On both sides of the
bridge, you’ll see giant spear lilies
(Doryanthes palmeri), impressive
plants with sword-shaped leaves up to
3 m long. They bloom in spring with
enormous curving flower heads that
attract insects and nectar-feeding birds.

Almost as impressive are the Gymea
lilies (Doryanthes excelsa) that grow at
the edge of the lake. The flower spike
of these is tall and upright, with a
compact head of flowers.

Stop and read ‘Advice from a tree’ on
a metal plaque in front of a towering
gum tree near the lake.

Then go to the viewing jetty, where
you can watch waterbirds (wood
ducks, waterhens, grebes, etc.) and see
turtles swimming in the water below.
A word of warning though: don’t feed
bread to the wildlife, because it’s really
bad for them. If you must feed them,
frozen peas are a better option.

Crows ash seed capsule
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11. BRACHYCHITON GROVE

You may have chosen to walk all the
way round the lake. Perhaps you saw
bright red bottlebrush blooms; watched
a family of wood ducks on the water;
even saw a grebe nesting on a raft of
reeds.

Now continue beyond the lake until
you see a grove of Brachychiton trees
on your left: bottle trees, flame trees,
kurrajongs. Bottle trees are notable for
their swollen trunks in which they
store water, helping them to survive in
very dry environments.

12. ‘PEACE’ ROSES

At the edge of the lawn, between the
seating areas, are some more formal
garden beds. The roses growing there
are a variety called ‘Peace’, donated by
the Crows Nest—Cooyar Masonic
Lodge in memory of Freemasons who
served in World War II.

A ‘Peace’ rose in full bloom

13. PREHISTORIC CORNER

Turn left onto the gravel path that runs
beside a bottle tree with a split trunk.
(This old warrior was relocated from a
Ravensbourne farm early in the park’s
history.) At the end of the path is the
Prehistoric Corner, an area containing
conifers and cycads, which belong to
very ancient plant families.

Of particular interest is a Wollemi pine
(Wollemia nobilis). Until discovered in
the Wollemi National Park (NSW) in
1994, this species was known only as a
fossil up to 200 million years old.

Prehistoric Corner: Wollemi pine in the
centre

Wollemi pine is classified as Critically
Endangered, and its location in the
wild is a closely guarded secret. A
recovery plan has been developed to
manage its fragile native population
and try to ensure its survival.

Peacehaven’s specimen was donated in
2007 by James and Barbara McGeoch,
owners of a tree farm at Ravensbourne.

Another tree of ancient origin in this
area is the bunya pine (Araucaria
bidwillii). It is native to the Bunya
Mountains and Blackall Range and is
known for its nutritious seeds (bunya
nuts). Highfields is on one of the
routes to the ‘bunya festivals’, which
used to take place in the mountains
every few years when the trees fruited
most abundantly. Hundreds of First
Nations people used to gather, often
walking great distances to participate.

14. DRY RAINFOREST

Explore the paths that criss-cross the
dry rainforest area, which lies beyond
Prehistoric Corner. Dry rainforest is
one of the typical vegetation types of
the Toowoomba Region, and many of
the trees here were propagated from
seed collected locally. Some are
threatened species, and there are
representatives of trees that in earlier
times were used for bush tucker and
traditional medicines.
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15. STUMP IN TIME

At the edge of the dry rainforest area,
by the path that borders the main lawn,
is the Stump in Time. This is the stump
of a blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis),
estimated to have been about 220 years
old when felled in 2005.

In 2012 the Friends of Peacehaven
obtained a grant that enabled them to
convert the tree stump into an
educational feature. Its surface was
levelled and sealed to protect it from
decay and enhance the growth rings.
Labels for every decade from 1780 to
2000 were then attached to indicate the
approximate ages of the growth rings.
To complete the display, dated lists of
significant events that happened
locally, nationally and internationally
during the life of the tree were
engraved on stainless-steel signs
mounted alongside.

For more details, see Fact sheet 4,
‘Peacehaven: The Stump in Time.

16. NATIVE PLANT NURSERY

The Friends of Peacehaven operate a
native plant nursery, open for sales to
the public on Thursday and Saturday
mornings. You will have seen it
through the trees behind the Prehistoric
Corner, and you can’t miss it as you
emerge on the car park side of the dry
rainforest. The nursery is the Friends’
principal source of income, allowing
us to contribute to special projects in
the park. Come and have a browse.
You’re bound to find a plant you want.

17. KUHLS’ CAMPHOR LAUREL

As you return to the car park, look to
your left and you will see a huge tree
with a bench under it. It’s a camphor
laurel, which, as you may know, is an
introduced species and an invasive
weed. But this particular tree is special.
For many years, the Kuhl family
celebrated Christmases in its shade and
played the traditional Christmas Day
cricket match close by.
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Map reproduced courtesy of Toowoomba Regional Council. Numbers
indicate stages of your walk around the park.

FURTHER READING

For more detailed information about aspects of Peacehaven Botanic Park
covered briefly here, see our two series of fact sheets (general and botanical),
available at https://friendsofpeacehaven.org/publications/#fact or in hard copy
from the Peacehaven Native Nursery.

See also Peacehaven Botanic Park: Legacy of a Pioneering Family by
Barbara McKenzie, Barleyfield Publishing, Highfields, 2023.

A feathered resident of the park
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