
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Those of you who have visited the 
nursery recently will have noticed 
the new entrance door, which 
enables much easier access.
Our next project is a shade shelter 
over the tables near the toilet block. 
This will be a permanent structure 
with an insulated roof. We will 
provide the funds and TRC will take 
care of the installation.
Paul Donatiu’s Tavern Talk in June 
on endangered species of our region 
was enthusiastically received by all 
who attended, and we thank Paul for 
an excellent presentation. The next 
one will be in September, during 
Carnival time, when our very own 
Newsletter Editor will give a talk 
about Peacehaven’s history.
A big thank you to all the volunteers 
who participated in last Saturday’s 
workshop, aimed at creating an 
action plan to ensure the nursery 
thrives into the foreseeable future. 
And special thanks to Jill French for 
donating her time and expertise to 
facilitate the workshop when she had 
only just recovered from a nasty 
bout of flu. 

Wendy Geue, President
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SPECIAL FEATURE: Bush school

Tiffany Gesler, creator of Sow & 
Nurtured bush school programs for 
children, is a native plant enthusiast and 
a regular customer at our nursery.
Tiffany is a proud Gunggari woman. She 
was born and raised in Toowoomba, but 
her family are from the Mitchell area. 
Gunggari country is centred around the 
Maranoa River, which flows through 
Mitchell.
Starting a bush school was the fulfilment 
of a long-held dream for Tiffany. She 
weaves Aboriginal perspectives through

her Sow & Nurtured programs, in which 
she encourages children to slow down, 
connect to country and learn through the 
seasons and rhythms of the land.
Gardening is a natural extension of the 
work Tiffany does, especially when she 
visits kindies or schools where the 
children may not have opportunities to go 
out into the bush. Through gardening, 
they learn to care for country in ways that 
are hands-on and meaningful; and the 
Peacehaven nursery can usually provide 
the plants.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING
There will be a general meeting next 
month, at which all are welcome.
Date: Wednesday 20 August
Time: 10 am
Place: Nursery Shed

Tiffany Gesler, creator of Sow & 
Nurtured bush school programs for 

young children. The focus is on 
child-led bush play, but Tiffany also 

welcomes parents and carers, who 
can join in and experience the same 
sense of grounding and connection.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
Lemon myrtle (Backhousia citriodora) is 
native to the subtropical rainforests of 
central and SE Queensland and has long 
been used in Aboriginal cuisine and 
medicine. Its tangy lemon-scented leaves 
make lovely teas, syrups and glazes, and 
the essential oil has antifungal and 
antibacterial properties. Enjoy a 
refreshing cuppa made from the leaves 
and keep those winter bugs away.
The tree can be grown in sun to part 
shade, is suitable for hedging or 
screening, or makes an attractive 
ornamental shade tree. The flowers 
attract birds, bees and other insects. Backhousia citriodora 


