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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Spring is officially here, and this
means a busy time for our nursery
volunteers. September and October
are when we raise the most money
for our park and community
projects, and if you can find time to
help us out in the nursery, it would
be most appreciated.

WATTLE DAY, 1 SEPTEMBER

What a spectacular wattle season we ve
been having this year. Locally, most of
the wattles have usually finished
blooming by now, but with cool weather
and good rain the blooms have lasted
longer than usual. Here is an article to
celebrate our national emblem,
researched and written by Claire

We will have extended nursery Petterson.
opening hours during the Carnival of

Flowers — details are given below. The first known use of the wattle as an

emblem was in Hobart in 1836. Near the
end of the nineteenth century, imagery of
Australian fauna and flora began to
appear on furniture and other objects. In
response to Canada choosing the maple
leaf as a national emblem around 1891,

it was proposed that the wattle should
become the Australian emblem.

The Wattle Day League, formed in 1909,
aimed to promote pride and celebrate
Australia through the wattle flower.

The nursery restructure is
proceeding steadily, and we have a
new, larger whiteboard to help keep
our nursery volunteers informed.

The AGM is coming up (Wednesday
15 October, 6 pm), and I encourage
you to nominate for the committee.
The Friends make significant
contributions to the park and the
wider community thanks to the hard
work of our volunteers, but we also
need people to step up and take their
turn on the management team.

Wattle Day was celebrated officially for
the first time in Sydney, Melbourne and
Adelaide on 1 September 1910.

During World War I, wattle became a
potent symbol of patriotism and
fundraising for the war effort. Sprigs and
badges were sold to raise money for the
Red Cross, and sprigs of wattle were
sent in letters to the soldiers.

And a final appeal: unless someone
volunteers to take over production
of this wonderful newsletter, the
October issue will be the last one
you receive.

Wendy Geue, President

September 2025

In 1916 the date of Wattle Day was
changed in Sydney to 1 August, because
in that area most wattles bloom around
that time (also true for SE Queensland).

The golden wattle (Acacia pycnantha)
was proclaimed as Australia’s national
emblem on 1 September 1988,
Bicentennial year. It was seen as a
symbol of resilience, unity and the
Australian spirit. Eventually, in 1992,
National Wattle Day officially became
1 September.

Golden wattle, Acacia pycnantha
(photo: Angus Stewart)

MUSIC IN THE PARK

Come and celebrate spring by
listening to some Music in the Park,
performed for you at Peacehaven by
singer/guitarist Chris Edwards.

TAVERN TALK

The next Tavern Talk will be ‘The Story
of Peacehaven’, given by Barbara
McKenzie. You’ll find more details on
our Facebook page.

Date: Sunday 14 September Date: Thursday 18 September

Time: 1 pmto 3 pm Time: 6 pm for 7 pm presentation
ﬁ Place: Highfields Tavern
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NURSERY OPENING HOURS
DURING CARNIVAL

During Carnival time, the nursery will
be open for extra days and extended
hours.

Dates: Thursday to Sunday inclusive,
18th to 21st and 25th to 28th September

Hours: 9 amto 2 pm



