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Crows ash
(Flindersia australis)
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THE SPECIES Crows ash belongs to the family Brown spent in Australia (1801-05)
Prominent among the remnant Rutaceae, best known for the he collected more than 3000 plant
trees in Peacehaven Botanic Park  economically important Citrus specimens, of which about 2000

is a handsome specimen of species: lemons, oranges etc. were unknown to science, so it is
Flindersia australis (crows ash or understandable that it took him
Australian teak) in the south-west ~ QRIGIN OF THE NAME some years to process his
corner of the park. The tree is a collection.

The genus Flindersia was named . o ,
after Matthew Flinders; australisis ~ In scientific publications, Brown’s
Latin for ‘southern’. authorship is indicated by ‘R.Br.’

after the botanical name of any new
species he described:
e.g. Flindersia australis R.Br.

forest edge remnant and was
probably retained for shade when
the land was cleared for farming. It
is listed on the National Trust Flindersia australis was described
Register of Significant Trees. by Scottish naturalist Robert Brown
(1773-1858), who accompanied

The Flindersia species are native to Matthew Flinders in the Investigator
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coastal plans and adjacent Australia. The leaves are pinnate, with many
highlands. There are fourteen Brown first collected specimens of ~ leaflets (pinnae) making up the
species in Australia, three of which ~ crows ash in 1802 near Broad compound leaf. The leaflets are
oceur in Southeast Queensland. Sound on the central Queensland  fairly narrow (2-12 cm x 1-4 cm)
Another two species grow in New  coast and named the genus and and 3-13 in number. The whole
Guinea and surrounding islands. ~ species in 1814. In the five years leaf may be up to 34 cm in length.

Pinnate leaf: always an odd number of
leaflets, with a single terminal leaflet
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FLOWERING AND GROWTH
HABIT

The rich cream to white flowers are
quite small, but the tree can appear
to change colour with a profuse
flowering. Flowering is irregular,
and the tree is semi-deciduous or
flowering-deciduous, meaning that
it may lose all foliage before a
super-flowering.

Deciduousness is rare among the
Australian native flora, as
evergreens have the advantage of
conserving energy and therefore
coping better with an uncertain
environment. Annually discarding
perfectly good leaves is a reckless
use of available resources, and it
takes a great deal of energy to
grow them back again. Crows ash
has an each-way bet, sometimes
being deciduous, with a profuse
flowering after losing its leaves, and
sometimes not.

Crows ash grows up to 40 metres
tall, but it would be rare to find such
a tree today. The Peacehaven
crows ash is about 17 metres tall,
with its spreading canopy and
symmetrical shape reflecting the
fact that for much of its life it has
not had to contend with competition
from surrounding forest trees.

FRUIT

The crows ash fruit is a woody
capsule 6-9 cm long. At maturity it
splits into five separate sections
shaped like little open canoes,
spreading out from the centre in a
star shape. The exterior surface of
the capsule is covered in hard,
blunt prickles about 5 mm long,
densely placed at 5 or 6 per cm2.

The attractiveness of the open
capsule makes it sought-after for
decorative purposes, and a stylised
drawing of it has been adopted by
the Friends of Peacehaven Botanic
Park as their logo.

To the Friends, the crows ash is an
important symbol of the Kuhl family,
who cared for the land that became
Peacehaven and retained many of

the ancient trees growing on it.

In recognition of this significance,
the nature playground in the park
was planned around the crows ash
tree and incorporates the shape of
the open capsule into elements of
its design.

Below: Concept plan for the nature

playground at Peacehaven designed
around the crows ash tree

Above: Crows ash capsule, and its
shape used for climbing equipment in
the playground
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