
FROM THE PRESIDENT
Another Carnival of Flowers draws 
to a close and everyone is enjoying 
the colours and vibrancy of spring. 
A couple of our members entered the 
garden competition, skilfully 
showing how Australian native 
plants can be used in our gardens. 
Gone are the days when these plants 
were dismissed as straggly and 
uninteresting, and our nursery plays 
its part in educating people about 
their beauty and importance.
September and October are our 
busiest and most lucrative months in 
the nursery, with people getting new 
plants into their gardens before 
summer. Currently we have a 
healthy number of volunteers on 
Thursdays, but not on Saturdays. It 
would be great if more people could 
see their way to volunteer for even 
one Saturday a month.
Please take note of our last Tavern 
Talk for 2025 at the end of the 
month and the AGM on the 15th. 
And we welcome nominations for 
positions on the committee. Our 
organisation will benefit from new 
people stepping up and contributing 
their ideas and perspectives.
Wendy Geue, President
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NEWS FROM PEACEHAVEN

A FOND FAREWELL

After 6 years as newsletter editor, I’m 
calling it a day. This issue, my 65th, is 
my last one, and there are people I’d 
like to thank: 
• Wendy, for always getting her 

‘From the President’ messages to 
me on time; 

• Claire, for faithfully supplying me 
with Feature Plant information and 
photos month after month; 

• Juliana, for proofreading, fact 
checking, and posting each 
newsletter on the website;

• and lastly you, dear readers, for all 
the kind comments and feedback 
you’ve given me.

Farewell and warm thanks to you all.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Bring your friends and spend a 
relaxing afternoon at Peacehaven 
listening to talented singer and 
guitarist Victoria Q.
Date: Sunday 12 October
Time: 1 pm to 3 pm

FEATURE PLANT: WAX FLOWER
Philotheca (wax flower or native 
daphne) is a showstopper, with a 
profusion of pink buds opening to star-
like white flowers in winter and spring 
(see picture below). There are specimens 
in bloom now at Peacehaven, and our 
nursery has a good selection of different 
varieties for sale.
This genus of small native shrubs is 
widespread along the east coast from 
Townsville to Victoria and extending to 
the tablelands of Queensland and the  
western plains of New South Wales.
In cultivation Philotheca species thrive 
in dappled shade or full sun, and are 
frost-tolerant and drought-resistant once 
established. They can be grown in pots, 
and are lovely as cut flowers.

TAVERN TALK
The last Tavern Talk of the year will 
be given by Robert Campbell, who 
has been involved in Peacehaven’s 
story from the very beginning.
Date: Thursday 30 October
Time: 6 pm for 7 pm presentation
Place: Highfields Tavern – please 
purchase your own dinner and drinks

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
All are welcome at the AGM, and please 
stay afterwards to socialise over drinks 
and nibbles.
Date: Wednesday 15 October
Time: 6 pm, with light refreshments 
after the meeting
Place: Nursery Shed


