
News from Peacehaven
Holiday season: modified 
nursery opening hours

(Early December)
Thursdays 9.30am– 12.30pm
Saturdays 9.30am – 12.30pm

Last nursery day in December 
is 13th December 2025.
Reopening 5th February 2026. 

Native flowers for Christmas cheer: 
Alloxylon flammeum

DECEMBER 2025

The new shade structure

From the president
With Christmas just around the 
corner, it is a wonderful time to 
remind everyone that our nursery 
is stocked with a great variety of 
plants. They make a lasting, 
sustainable, and inexpensive 
Christmas gift for that special 
person. Most plants for sale are 
endemic to the greater 
Toowoomba region, so gifting one 
is also a win for our native 
ecosystems.
We are proud to announce the 
addition of a new shade structure 
(pictured below) in the garden. 
This was donated by the Friends 
of Peacehaven and constructed 
by Toowoomba Regional Council. 
I look forward to seeing many 
groups enjoy the new space.
I extend a heartfelt thanks to our 
volunteers, members, 
management committee, and 
Toowoomba Regional Council for 
their dedication and hard work 
over the past twelve months. The 
park is looking better than ever.
Wishing you all a safe and happy 
Christmas and New Year! 
-Louise de Beus, President.

The Queensland Tree Waratah
Bring a splash of native red to 
your Christmas celebrations and 
make the season truly Australian!
Let’s start a new tradition: replace 
the Poinsettia with a Waratah 
flower for Christmas! The 
Queensland tree waratah (Alloxylon 
flammeum) produces stunning 
displays of large, bright red flowers 
at the ends of its branches.
Although native to Australia’s 
tropical regions, it grows very well 
in the Toowoomba area, making a 
spectacular feature tree for 
gardens or streetscapes. 
Seed-grown plants will flower in 7–
8 years, while cutting-grown trees 
can bloom within 2–3 years. Young 
plants need some protection, but 
once established they become 
hardy, low-maintenance trees.
The Queensland tree waratah 
prefers full sun to light shade and 
adapts to a range of soil types, 
provided there is good drainage 
and moisture. It will tolerate dry 
periods and, once mature, 
withstand moderate frosts.
Other native plants that provide 
brilliant red displays at this time of 
year include the Illawarra flame 
tree (Brachychiton acerifolius) and 
the NSW Christmas bush 
(Ceratopetalum gummiferum). 
References:
Aussie Green Thumb 
(aussiegreenthumb.com)
Australian Native Plants Society

Queensland
tree waratah

Christmas Gathering
Where: 56 Kuhls Rd, 
Highfields (Nursery Shed)
When: Saturday 13th
December 2025 
Time: 1pm-3pm
BYO: Snack Plate 
(not compulsory)
Provided: Non-alcoholic beverages
All Friends of Peacehaven Members 
(and partners) are welcome to 
attend.
No need to RSVP!


